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SUBJECT: GOM ERADICATION AND INTERDICTION ACTIVITY REPORT 
APRIL 22 THROUGH APRIL 28, FIELD OPERATIONS THROUGH 
THURSDAY, MAY 4, 1978. 

1. GOM ERADICATION AND INTERDICTION STATISTICS FOR THE 
SEVENTEENTH WEEK OF 1978 ARE OUTLINED BELOW. 

FIGURES IN PARENTHESIS REFLECT CUMULATIVE TOTAL EEFEC- 
TIVE DECEMBER 1977. 

ERADICATION APRIL 22-28 
ZONES 5-9 3-4 1-2 TOTAL 

A. POPPY FIELDS 181 0 70 251 (14,937) 

B. HECTARES 18.35 0 20.05 38.40(1198.40) 

C. MARIHUANA ElELDS 2 0 44 46(1,811) 

D. HECTARES .2750 0 2.68 2.96(358.96) 

E. MIXED ElELDS 0 0 0 0(106) 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 07427 01 OF 02 050056Z 

F. HECTARES 0 0 U (10) 

INTERDICTION APRIL 22-28 

TOTAL THIS PERIOD CUMULATIVE TOTAL 

A. KG. HEROIN .250 57.295 

B. KG. OPIUM 18.400 233.451 

C. KG. OPIUM SEED .650 58.264 
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D. HEROIN LABS 0 8 

E. KG. COCAINE 0 33.25 

E. KG. MARIHUANA 3383.108 240,053.108 

G. KG. MARIHUANA SEEDS 8 772.897 

H. KG. HASHISH .225 59.875 

I. LITERS HASHISH OIL 0 .250 

J. KG. PEYOTE 0 11.85 

K. D.U. DANGEROUS DRUGS 0 1,511,105 

L. ARRESTS-MEXICAN 66 1,765 

M. ARRESTS-U.S. 0 63 

N. ARRESTS-OTHER 0 1 1 

O. VEHICLES 4 277 

P. WEAPONS 6 680 

Q. AMMUNITION 512 27,872 

R. PESOS 0 433,399 

S. DOLLARS 0 22,942 

T. AIRCRAET 0 23 

2. DEA TERMINATED ITS ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE ERADI- 
CATION PROGRAM ON APRIL 10, 1978, UPON COMPLETING THE 
GROUND TRUTH EXERCISE. AVAILABLE REPORTS INDICATE 207 
POPPY EIELDS WERE DESTROYED DURING THE PERIOD APRIL 21-26 
ALL IN ZONE 06. THE TOTAL POPPY FIELD DESTRUCTION FOR 
THIS REPORTING PERIOD INDICATES AN INCREASE OF 18 PERCENT 
OVER SIMILAR PERIOD LAST YEAR. 
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3. EIELD OPERATIONS: 

A. ZONE 01, OAXACA: AG EXECUTIVE OEFICER BAF.ZA NOTIEIED 
EMBASSY ON MAY 3, ON THEIR SATISEACTION WITH THE RESULTS 
OE MARIHUANA SPRAYING TESTS WITH COLOR ADDITIVE. HE EX- 
PRESSED SOME CONCERN ON THE EXTENT OE APPEASEMENT AS 
ILLEGAL MARIHUANA SMOKERS COULD STILL VOICE COMPLAINTS ON 
THE AEFECTS OE RHODAMINE-B IE THE GOM DECIDED TO USE THE 
COLORING AGENT EXTENSIVELY. BAF.ZA PROVIDED EMBASSY A 
COPY OP THE REPORT PREPARED BY HIS ZONE COORDINATOR. 

B. ZONE 06, CULIACAN: THE JOINT EVALUATIONWERIFICATION 
TEAM WILL TERMINATE THEIR ROTARY WING PLIGHT MISSIONS ON 
FRIDAY, MAY 5. JOINT TEAMS HAVE FLOWN A TOTAL OF SIX- 
TEEN SECTORS WHICH COVERED THE CRITICAL AREAS SOUTH OF 
TOPIA (SECTORS 85, 103, 116, 118, 119 AND 139), THE AREAS 
AROUND SAN JOSE DEL LLANO (SECTORS 48, 69, 71, 72, 74, 

75, 76, AND 77) AND THE AREAS NORTHWEST OF CHOIX (49 AND 
50). SECTORS 72 AND 74 REVEALED A TOTAL OF 75 POPPY 
FIELDS WITH OVER HALF THE PLANTS IN PETAL STAGE. THE 
GROUND INSPECTIONS INDICATED 25 PERCENT WERE SCORED AND 
FIFTY PERCENT WERE TEST-SCORED. THE AVERAGE SIZE OF THE 
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FIELDS WAS APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALE ACRE WHICH EXCEEDS THE 
AVERAGE EOR THIS CAMPAIGN. THE EXPLANATION PROVIDED BY 
AG OBSERVORS INDICATED THE AREA (BABORIGAME) WAS NOT 
COVERED BY VERIFICATION FLIGHTS AFTER THE SPRAYING OPERA- 
TIONS APPROXIMATELY 30 TO 40 DAYS AGO. TEAM NOW FINDING 
MARIHUANA IN THE SECTORS AND DID NOT FIND EVIDENCE OF 
IRRIGATION WHICH LEADS TO BELIEF THAT CAMPESINOS ARE HAND- 
CARRYING WATER TO THE FIELDS. 

C. ZONE 08, TIJUANA: BAEZ A CONFIRMED ON MAY 4 THAT AGUILAR 
GARZA, FORMER ZONE COORDINATOR AND SUPERVISOR EOR COOR- 
DINATORS, WAS TRANSFERRED TO ZONE 08 AS THE COORDINATOR. 
Lie. LOPEZ GARZA, FORMER DEPUTY TO AGUILAR GARZA, WAS 
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NAMED THE ZONE COORDINATOR FOR ZONE 06. BAEZ. A EXPLAINED 
THAT POLITICAL PRESSURES AS RESULT OE RECENT SHOOTING IN- 
CIDENT WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF PRESIDENTIAL SECUR- 
ITY TEAM MEMBER AND COMPLAINT PILED BY A LAWYER FRIEND OF 
THE GOVERNOR OP SINALOA ON HIS ALLEGED ABUSE AT THE HANDS 
OF THE FEDERAL POLICE LED TO THE DECISION. BAEZA EX- 
PLAINED THAT GOVERNOR CALDERON ALSO HEADS THE POWERFUL 
FIVE MILLION MEMBER LABOR SECTOR OP THE PRI. 

D. ZONE 10, MEXICO CITY: BAEZA CONFIRMED RECENT NEWS- 
PAPER REPORTS PUBLICIZING THE RELEASE OF OVER 2,400 CAM- 
PESINOS CHARGED WITH ILLEGAL CULTIVATION OP NARCOTIC 
PLANTS THROUGH OUTRIGHT DISMISSAL OP CHARGES BY THE AG 
OFPICE. PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO AUTHORIZED THE RELEASE 
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AFTER HE REVIEWED AND ACCEPTED A STUDY PREPARED BY AN 
INTERAGENCY GROUP DESIGNED TO ESTABLISH SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
IMPACT PROJECTS IN THE AREAS WHERE ARRESTS TOOK PLACE. 

4. TECHNICAL SUPPORT: 

A. TELECOMMUNICATIONS: TECHNICAL SPECIEICATIONS ON EQUIP- 
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MENT WERE PREPARED EOR THE MEXICO CITY VHF-EM OPERATIONS 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE NETWORKS. THIS INCLUDES THE CENTRAL 
CONTROL FACILITY CONSOLES AND ALL OTHER RELATED ANCILLARY 
EQUIPMENT. 

B. AVIATION OPERATIONS: A TOTAL OE LIVE 206-B PILOTS COM- 
PLETED TRANSITION TRAINING TO MODEL 212 UNDER THE TUTE- 
LAGE OF AERO SERVICES INSTRUCTOR PILOTS. SIX 206-B QUA- 
I.IFIED PILOTS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THEIR AERIAL SPRAY- 
ING CHECK OUT TRAINING ALSO CONDUCTED BY AERO SERVICES 
INSTRUCTOR PILOTS. EIGHT NEW PILOTS WERE HIRED DURING 
THE MONTH OF APRIL IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN PILOT/AIRCRAET 
RATIO AT ACCEPTABLE LEVEL. 

C. MAINTENANCE: DURING THE EARLY MONTHS OF THE YEAR, OPE- 
RATIONS DID NOT ADHERE TO UTILIZATION SCHEDULES PROPOSED 
BY MAINTENANCE EOR THE FLEET WHICH RESULTED IN A SIGNI- 
EICANT DROP IN AVAILABILITY FOR MONTH OF APRIL. AIRCRAFT 
AVAILABILITY FOR FIXED WING EELL TO 60 PERCENT AND 50 PER- 
CENT EOR ROTARY WING. EMBASSY TECHNICAL ADVISORS HAVE RE- 
PEATEDLY UNDERSCORED IMPORTANCE OE COORDINATION BETWEEN 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE TO AVOID A MAINTENANCE CRUNCH 
AT A GIVEN TIME. THE NEW OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR RECOG- 
NIZES THE PROBLEM AND IS COMMITTED TO BETTER COORDINATE 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE SERVICES AS SCHEDULED. 

5. HEROIN TRENDS IN THE U.S. 

DEA ADMINISTRATOR'S WEEKLY BULLETIN NO. 32, DATED APRIL 
25, INDICATES THE AVERAGE HEROIN RETAIL PURITY LEVEL HIT 
A NEW LOW IN THE FIRST QUARTER OE 1978 OE 4.9 PERCENT, 

WHICH IS THE LOWEST HEROIN PURITY RECORDED SINCE THESE 
MEASUREMENT STATISTICS HAVE BEEN REPORTED. 
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EURTHER SUBSTANTIATION OF THE PRESENT TREND IS REVEALED 
IN THE EPIC WEEKLY REPORT EOR APRIL 3, WHEREBY THE DEA 
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REGIONAL OFFICE IN LOS ANGELES REPORTS BROWN HEROIN PURI- 
TY LEVELS CONTINUE TO FALL FROM 5.5 PERCENT TO 4.2 PER- 
CENT DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY. 

RDKIERE. LUCEY 
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